FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
729 Ocean Boulevard
St. Simons Island, GA 31522-5018
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. Tony Lankford, Senior Pastor

Tony@fbcssi.org

Rev. Michael Jennings, Minister of Worship

Michael@fbcssi.org

Volume 66 Number 9

Rev. Justin Moser, Associate and Youth Minister

Justin@fbcssi.org

Our vision is to be a family of believers
sharing God’s love and grace with all people.

Ms. Rachel Sherron, Minister of Children & Families

Rachel@fbcssi.org

Mr. John Harper, Organist
Mrs. Faith Hamilton-Trent, Pianist
Ms. Barbara Burke, Administrator

September 2020

First Baptist Church of St. Simons Island

729 Ocean Boulevard | St. Simons Island, GA 31522 | www.fbcssi.org

Pastoral Reflections from Dr. Tony Lankford

Admin@fbcssi.org

Hello All,

Mrs. Alicia Shell, Preschool Director

preschool@fbcssi.org

Mrs. Mary Lee Brown, Church Accountant

Accounting@fbcssi.org

Ms. Annie Akins, Admin. Asst.

Annie@fbcssi.org

Ms. Alix McHale, Audio/Media Specialist

Phone: 912-638-3337
Fax: 912-638-5793
www.fbcssi.org

September Mission House Guests

We all wish things would return to normal sooner rather than later, and in time they will. But as fall
approaches, we are striving to do our best to safely grow our ministry opportunities. Throughout this
Lifeline you will read of ways you can minister and be ministered to, from a virtual marriage conference
and senior adult retreat, to new connection times with children and youth, and soon we will share details of
a new Wednesday night possibility. I hope you will continue to be faithful in prayer for staff and lay leaders
as we seek to make the best choices going forward and faithful in practice in ways with which you are most
comfortable. To those I have not seen in a while, please know you are missed. Pastor Tony

Sun.-Mon., Sept. 27-28

August 30– September 6: Timothy and Jody Cross from Simpsonville, SC have been missionaries with the North American Mission Board in the Carolinas for the past 11 years, sharing Christ
with newly arriving refugees. Prior to serving with NAMB, they were missionaries with the IMB
for eight years, serving Belgium and London, ministering to refugees and asylum seekers.

Thanks to creative thinking and planning, the CBF/GA Senior Adult Retreat
will take place virtually this year. It will
begin Sunday afternoon with an online
ZOOM fellowship time, followed by the
launch of recorded worship lead as
planned by Katie Faison, Associate
Pastor to Children, Women and Senior
Adults at Central Baptist, Newnan.
Monday will bring the launch of several
recorded breakout sessions (which will
be available for viewing any time once
they are launched online). Register
online at www.cbfga.org/senior-adults/

Sep. 13-19: Ryan and Tricia McCammack will be visiting from Stonecrest Ga with their children: Ian (17), Calvin (15),
Sydney (13), Geneva (10), Paton (9), Selah (8), Felicity (6), and Leila (1). They work with NAMB church planting in the
Atlanta area.
Sep. 21-28: Dana and Karen Smith, from Lilburn, Ga, are retired IMB missionaries. They served as volunteer coordinators
and church planters in Spain, Taiwan, and Jerusalem. They were Associate Directors of the Jerusalem Prayer Center. Karen
now serves as the director of 6 ESL classes and a citizenship class, serving over 200 students from 31 countries.

Please remember, your faithfulness in
giving is still important. There are several
ways to give your tithes and offerings:
Online at fbcssi.org
By mail to 729 Ocean Blvd., SSI 31522
In person at the church office

While the office has returned to normal hours
(Mon-Thurs., 8am-5pm, Fri. 9am-12pm), we
request that in-person visits be limited to
scheduled meetings with ministers and staff
or essential church business.
We have been and are cleaning our facility,
and ask our members to limit their presence in
the building during this time.
Supporting Ministry Together
As
always,
please feel encouraged to contact
as of August 28, 2020
one of our ministers with any need you may
Year to Date Need
$487,900 have. We thank you for your understanding as
we continue to be the church together.
Year to Date Given
$444,599

We hope that you will join CBFGA for a re-imagined Marriage
Retreat, a virtual event that will
span four consecutive Thursday
evenings, beginning 9/10. Visit

www.cbfga.org/marriage-

retreat/ to register. Registration
ends 9/4. For more info, contact
Rachel at Rachel@fbcssi.org.

F IRST BAPT IST PRESCHOOL
NEEDS YOU!
We need to fill two openings on
our advisory board. If you’re
interested, please contact Alicia Shell
Preschool@fbcssi.org
Come see why F BP is T HE place to be!

From the Associate and Youth Minister by Rev. Justin Moser
After an extended “summer,” school is finally in session! Though the last few months
have been hard, I am looking forward to slowly re-engaging in some of our normal
youth programs. I am very excited for our new students (Matthew Hill, Elizabeth
Norris, and Gabe Powers) who’ve moved into the youth group. If you missed our
promotion Sunday service on August 16, I highly encourage you to go back and check
it out. Not only was it a great service, it includes a video highlighting students we
promoted into our K-5 and youth programs. It’s filled with cuteness!
While we are not jumping straight back into Wednesday nights with the youth yet, we
will slowly go back to having youth breakfast on Wednesday mornings. Mark your
calendars for September 16, when we will host the breakfast in the church fellowship
hall and enjoy a good time of fellowship, food, and devotion before school! Despite all
the strangeness around the start of this school year, we are going to do what we can to
stay engaged with our students and encourage and equip them to trust God, love
others, and change the world!
Hope 1312 Collective, one of our mission partners, has been working on a contingency
plan for our most vulnerable students in Glynn County if the school system goes
completely virtual. Their dream of “Refuge Pods” will provide 75 students a place to
spend the day with caring facilitators who will help them stay on track with their
education. They are looking for volunteers to be facilitators, as well as financial help to
provide this program free of charge for the families they will serve through the
program. Let me know if you want more information or desire to get involved.

From the Preschool Director by Alicia Shell
BACK TO SCHOOL WE GO!
Camp FBP was a huge success, with nine fun-filled weeks and 54 children in attendance. Each
week had a unique theme complete with dress up days and lots of crafts. We even hosted a
number of water days. We were also able to hold a special graduation celebration for the first
ever graduation Pre-K class from FBP! This group of “big kids” included a couple of FBC’s own:
Molly Shell and Lewis Moser. We then took a short break before transitioning the preschool
from summer camp to back-to-school ready.
When we opened in 2018, we had 48 students; on August 11, 2020, we opened our doors to 61 Lil Fish (three more
to join later), including nine new friends/families! We have 19 dedicated and talented ladies comprising the 20202021 FBP Team, including three new/newer teachers. Our first week went even better than expected! While “back
to school” felt normal to many, it does look a bit different than in years past. I also think the FBP staff is more
comfortable with all the COVID regulations, since we have been living with them all summer. Everyone is settling
into the routine nicely and we are looking forward to a great year.
After noticing some traffic concerns, some faithful FBC volunteers (John Bryson and Bob Humm) painted arrows
on the parking lot to help with traffic flow and hopefully reduce potential accidents. Please note that now there is
only one-way traffic flow in the parking lot, and cars are no longer able to make a left turn out of the portico (cars
must go straight toward SSE and follow the loop around).
Ms. Ellie and I thank you for your continued prayers and blessings that make, FBP THE place to be.

From the Minister of Children and Families by Rachel Sherron
Hey church families!
We pray that the school year has begun smoothly. After speaking with many kids, it sounds like they
are excited to see their friends and learn, whether virtually or in-person.
At church, we’ll keep finding ways to stay connected and support one another. Ideas in the works for
children and their families include:
 Wednesday outdoor gatherings
 Wednesday home visits
 More kit deliveries!
 Bedtime storytime videos
We miss you! We understand that you’re doing what’s best
for your family. Know that you are loved and you are in my
thoughts and prayers daily.

From the Unit Director of the Boys & Girls Club by Hannah Johnston
St. Simons Club members started August thinking we only had a week and a half left of summer. Little did we know
it would be extended for another week! This extension gave us some time to do some awesome activities.
Our theme was Dumbo for the first week of August. We watched both the original and the recently released movies.
We made carnival crafts, games, and even face painted! We also focused on building positive relationships with
adults, staff, and other club members. Our field trips this week were very educational; we traveled to the WWII
museum and climbed the lighthouse!
The second week of August we had spirit week that had pajama, costume, camo, sports team, and SPIRIT day!
Our field trip was to Fort Frederica where we participated in a scavenger hunt. With this being the last full week of
summer we tie-dyed our summer Disney t-shirts.
Our last two weeks of August we had a partial week of summer hours then switched into afterschool. During this
time we have had some staff changes and added a few new amazing team members to our club. We have also added
many new club members that are attending our afterschool program. We are excited to see where this crazy year
takes us next!

