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It’s hard to believe that the season of Advent is here and this crazy year of 2020 is mercifully almost in our past.
On Sunday, November 29th we will light the first Advent candle, the candle of hope. It is my hope and prayer
that we can pause and reflect on the candles of hope, peace, joy, love, and Christ, throughout the season, in the
hopes that we as a church will carry those lights to our friends, family, community, nation, and world.
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Justin Moser preached a powerful sermon a few weeks ago. In the message he reminded us of our church’s
powerful vision statement which reads, “The vision of the First Baptist Church of Saint Simons Island is to be a
family of believers sharing God’s love and grace with all people.”
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December
Mission House
Guests
December 3-8: Chuck Johnson, with his parents
Charles and Faye Johnson, from Meansville, GA.

F BP HAS CAR MAGNET S!

T hey are round, 5 inches, and
feature the cute Lil Fish
logo. And they’re only $5!
All proceeds benefit the preschool.
Let F BP get stuck on
you while you help our
fabulous preschool!
Contact Alicia
(preschool@
fbcssi.org) to
purchase.

Chuck served 20 years with the IMB before taking
early retirement. He served on the Leadership Team
for Central American and the Caribbean. He was
based in Panama, but worked with students and
volunteers throughout the Americas.
Please remember, your faithfulness in
giving is still important.
There are several ways to give your
tithes and offerings:
Online at fbcssi.org
By mail to 729 Ocean Blvd., SSI 31522
In person at the church office

Supporting Ministry Together
as of November 24, 2020
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Reflections from Rev. Michael Jennings, Minister of Worship

Mrs. Alicia Shell, Preschool Director

Year to Date Need

December 2020

$674,450
$606,795

2020

Our annual Advent
devotional is now
available at the
Welcome Center, in
the church foyer,
and in the church
office. Many thanks
to all those who
submitted entries.

We really have such a loving church that exhibits love and grace to so many, including those that have
experienced great loss, tragedies, and life difficulties. The people of this caring church certainly have extended
love and grace to me during some of my most difficult days. I will be forever grateful.
As we embark on this special season, and as our year of 2020 draws to an end, let us continue to share God’s love
and grace with peace, compassion, and understanding to all people. Let these words from Francis of Assisi be a
powerful reminder to all of us…
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying (to ourselves)
That we are born to eternal life.
Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 5:30pm
We will have our traditional Christmas Candlelight service on Thursday, December 24 at 5:30 pm. It will include
our children’s live nativity. If you’d like your child to participate, please register with Rachel by December 13th.
Those who plan to attend the service are encouraged to call the church office (638-3337) or email
(admin@fbcssi.org) so we can have an idea of how many people will be attending. We will be socially distanced
every other pew, with a maximum seating capacity of 200 people.
Blessings,

Rev. Michael Jennings

From the Associate and Youth Minister by Rev. Justin Moser
It is hard to believe that the holidays are already here!!!
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Morningstar
Thanksgiving feast! We were able to serve 35+ students a
massive Thanksgiving meal that they might not have
gotten otherwise. It is a true joy to be able to minister to
the students and staff at Morningstar in this way.
We ended up collecting 66 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Thank you to everyone who
helped put together a box and spread the love and joy of Christ this year.
The youth have two separate events coming up in December:
On December 6th, we will travel to the McGlamory’s house near Waverly. It will be a great time of fun
and fellowship outside. I am most looking forward to s’mores by the fire!!
Our annual Christmas party is December 20th at the church. We’ll mix it up and be outside some and
inside some. While we’ll do our best to stay physically distanced as much as possible, masks will be
required when we are inside and in close quarters. But let’s make this fun! The person who wears the
best holiday mask will win a prize!

From the Minister of Children and Families by Rachel Sherron

From the Preschool Director by Alicia Shell
FBP IS UNBELEAFABLY BLESSED!
November brought with it some cooler weather and it felt great! Our Lil Fish really
enjoyed some extra outside time and of course, the plethora of acorns on the
playground. If you didn’t know, acorns provide hours of fun for little ones.
While our Lil Fish are a little too young to hit the polls, we hosted our own election on November 3rd for
their favorite college football team! Every child, even the infants, was given an opportunity to choose a
picture of a Georgia Bulldog Lil Fish or a Florida Gator Lil Fish. The Dawgs were the FBP fan favorite,
35 to 19.
This month we enjoyed discussing what we are thankful for and decorating our Thankful Tree. Our Lil
Fish are thankful for everything from Mommy and Daddy to monster trucks! We also hosted our annual
clay ornament fundraiser with the Tinted Tide. This was a huge success and MOST of our Lil Fish
enjoyed sticking their hands and feet in the cold clay, although some required extra encouragement
through books and silly songs. We can’t wait to see how these adorable keepsakes turn out. Thank you
so much to all our families who participated in this fundraiser. And a special than you to Ms. Erica from
Tinted Tide who graciously donated over $400 to FBP!
FBP is excited to have car magnets that you can proudly put on your car to show your FBP Spirit! At
just $5 each, you too can show your FBP support. Please email preschool@fbcssi.org if you are interested.
Oh behalf of all little fish, big and small, we hope you have a Happy Thanksgiving and feel as
unbeLEAFably blessed as we do.

We’re finding ways to build community and celebrate the Advent season together. We miss you in
Sunday school and hope to see you soon! Read below to find out what’s going on in our Children’s
Ministry.
Miracle in the Manger - Sunday, December 13, 3:30-4:30pm
This year, families with children will gather outside for a meaningful celebration of Jesus’ birth.
Families will walk through seven interactive stations where they’ll hear scripture and complete a small
activity. At the end, we’ll gather for physically distanced snacks and caroling. Santa won’t be joining in
our festivities. We hope “Miracle in the Manger” will be a memorable time of connecting with one
another and sharing the joy of Jesus! Please register with Rachel by December 6th to secure your spot.
We’re collecting biblically-themed or plain ornaments to use at one of our stations. If you have any
plastic or unbreakable ornaments that you no longer want, please contact me at Rachel@fbcssi.org to
donate.
Children’s Christmas Eve Nativity - Thursday, December 24
We’re looking forward to our traditional children’s Christmas Eve
nativity during the candlelight service. As always, please sign your
child up in order to participate. When you sign up, please indicate your
preferred character: Gabriel, Mary, Joseph, shepherd, angel, or magi.
I will assign roles based on seniority and registering by the deadline.
We will be working on distributing costumes and participating in a
physically distanced way.
Please register with Rachel by December 13th.
Bedtime Story Time Videos
Check out the church’s Facebook page to watch our Bedtime Story Time series!

From the Unit Director of the Boys & Girls Club by Hannah Johnston
November has flown by. We have been open five full days this month, in addition to our regular
afterschool hours. We have gone to Jekyll for putt-putt golf, to our Teen Center for our fall festival, to
Brunswick Adventures to jump around, and much more! We have also been having our flag football
games every Saturday, which has been nothing but a good time!
For Veterans Day we wrote thank you letters to veterans in nursing homes, and to troops overseas. We
also wore red white and blue to show our support.
We also nominated 6 fourth and fifth graders to participate in the “Youth Of The Year” competition.
This annual competition uses local community leaders to judge, and awards one winner for each of our
clubs. High school students can compete at state and national levels, and can
receive college scholarships as well as other rewards.
The competition will take place virtually in December.

We are excited to see where December takes us!
Meanwhile, the Boys & Girls Club hopes everyone has
a blessed Thanksgiving filled with good food and
family.

