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Hello All,

Mrs. Alicia Shell, Preschool Director
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Mrs. Mary Lee Brown, Church Accountant
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Like you, I was immensely hopeful the onset of 2021 would quickly usher in a return
to normalcy. That, of course, has not and is not happening. I cannot change the reality
in which we live, but I can change me and my Spirit. I invite you to join with me in
these specific prayers for our world as we enter 2021:
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Please remember, your faithfulness in giving
is still important. There are several ways to
give your tithes and offerings:
Online at fbcssi.org
By mail to 729 Ocean Blvd., SSI 31522
In person at the church office

Supporting Ministry Together
as of December 29, 2020

Year to Date Need

$746,200

Year to Date Given

$698,247

January
Mission House
Guests
January 20-23: Thomas and Hilary Ratchford, their
children Adalyn (4) and Eliana (2), from Oviedo, FL
The Ratchfords currently serve with the IMB in the
sub-Saharan Africa affinity. Their team teaches
English to Muslim refugees in an inner-city context.

 Vaccine: I pray for a quick and steady disbursement of an effective vaccine to
all who need and/or want it. I pray for the scientists creating it, the truck
drivers delivering it, and the medical officials who administer it.
 Medical Workers: I pray for our doctors, nurses, techs, chaplains, hospital
employees and everyone who is exhausted and over worked. I pray they
begin to see a lightening of their load and empty beds in their units.
 Those who are sick: For those have had or currently have COVID, I pray for
their wellness. I pray for strength in their bodies as they go through
symptoms and relief from any lasting impact it may have upon their bodies.
 Those who are well: For those who have not been sick, I pray for continued
health. I pray for wise personal behaviors that will help prevent them from
getting sick until we can gain control of the virus.
 Schools: I pray for our students, teachers, and school workers. I pray for rest
for them during this break so they return renewed in January.
 Church: I pray that the church will continue to open herself up to the
creativity of the Spirit and continue to be the presence of Christ in sustaining
ways in a culture that is worn down.
God Most High, be with us as we travel the path that is set before us.
See You Sunday,
Pastor Tony

From the Associate and Youth Minister by Rev. Justin Moser
Every year I do my best to hand write a short note to each student, whether members, friends of the
teens, other students who have come through our program that year, or students from the past who’ve
since stopped coming for a variety of reasons. While it is a time-consuming task, I enjoy getting the
opportunity to reflect on what the year has been like, as I try to say something that is significant and
unique to each student. And a Chick-fil-a gift card tops off the note, because you know our students
can pound some CFA!
This year as I reached the end of all my cards, I realized I had written notes to 37 students, as well as to
eight adult volunteers. This year has obviously been a strange one for ministry, one that could easily
leave churches and ministers feeling disheartened and dissatisfied. But as I looked at the pile of cards representing nearly 40 students and their families that this church, this youth ministry has touched in
the last year - I was overwhelmed with gratitude and excited about what 2021 might bring.
We had a great time
at the McGlamory’s
house on Dec. 6 and
a low-key, fun
evening with ten
students at our
annual Youth
Christmas Party!

From the Minister of Children and Families by Rachel Sherron
This year has been strange to say the least. I am grateful for everyone who served in the Children’s
Ministry. We have listened to God, shared prayer requests, leaned upon one another, and did our best
to creatively be the Church. We will continue to seek God’s guidance for ways to keep learning and
growing.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Miracle in the Manger! It was wonderful to see 22
children and 20 parents experiencing Jesus’ birth story together. A special thanks to our fantastic
station leaders and helpers. Here are some things people said about the Miracle in the Manger:
“I was proud of how my children were able to answer some of the questions. They made
connections to Sunday school. I enjoyed that it involved parents and we made connections with
church members.”
“I think being able to hear how my kids hear the stories is important because it lets me talk about
it with them later at home. It was neat to be with them side by side, experiencing it together!”
“Thank you for being intentional about what we’re doing in our Children’s Ministry. We
appreciate having ways to connect and how you’ve worked hard to keep things safe during these
times.”
We look forward to a “Chalk and Talk” on Wed., Jan. 13th. Stop by after school from 2:30-3:15pm to
enjoy an after-school ice cream treat and create a chalk challenge course! We’ll meet in the sidewalk
area in front of the sanctuary.

From the Preschool Director by Alicia Shell
‘TIS THE SEASON FOR LIL FISH
It has been a wonderful month here at FBP, full of holiday cheer. Our Lil Fish wore their
Christmas pjs, decorated cookies and ornaments, made cards, and sang Christmas
carols. We also enjoyed a holiday pizza party.
We partnered with Hope 1312 Collective for the 2nd year to sponsor a Christmas Pajama Drive. This
wonderful organization is dedicated to supporting foster care children and families in our community.
Thanks to many generous families, we collected over 25 pairs of pjs!
We also held our Scholastic Book Fair and graciously received over $800 in sales. That means we have
$400 in Scholastic Bucks to use for books, toys and other educational materials. Thank you for your
participation in this fundraiser!
This month we also underwent our annual State Licensing Study. Due to COVID it was all virtual. We
have now officially completed the process and were told that "our administrative review (paperwork)
was flawless" and we passed with flying colors, no complaints or citations! Not that we are the least bit
surprised since our teachers are THE BEST! Gooooooo us! :)
On Friday December 18th, we hosted our 3rd (and 1st ever virtual!) Christmas program. Parents and
church members watched on Facebook Live as our Lil Fish performed their favorite Christmas
songs. Our PreK class also introduced FBP’s school song, “FBP is THE Place to Be!” A special thanks to
Ellie Moser (who wrote the lyrics) and
Faith Hamilton-Trent (who wrote the
music) for their
partnership on this
project.
On behalf of all Lil Fish,
big and small, we hope
you have a very merry
Christmas and a happy
and HEALTHY new
year!

From the Unit Director of the Boys & Girls Club by Hannah Johnston
We hope everyone had a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!
This month we had our three Youth of the Year finalists—Marley Austin, Neely Price, and
Jackson Nash—compete. Due to COVID restrictions, this year’s competition was virtual and videos
were submitted. They all worked very hard and really expressed well what it means to be a Club Kid.
We are excited to announce the winner in the new year!
We finished flag football this month but unfortunately didn’t make it to the championships. Nevertheless, the teams did an amazing job and had fun! We are hopeful and ready to gear up for our
basketball season, if COVID allows.
During December we celebrated the 12 days of Christmas, spirit weeks/days, and learned about
different Christmas traditions all over the world. We had one of our parents, local artist Kimberly
Fennell (who owns Blue Cottage Pottery in downtown Brunswick), make clay ornaments with the
children. We also had Kona Ice visit and they brought SANTA along!
We are also excited because we are officially opening our 11th club in 2021. More details to come.
We hope everyone has a very blessed new year and stays healthy in 2021!

